
  
  

 

How To Guide: Completing Entrance Counseling for Federal 
Student Loans 
Federal Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans 
 
Students borrowing Federal Direct Subsidized or Unsubsidized Loans must complete online Entrance 
counseling before receiving their loan funds. 
 
Entrance Counseling explains your rights and responsibilities as a borrower. It helps you understand 
the cost of your education, how interest works, your repayment options, and the potential 
consequences of default. This requirement helps first-time federal student loan borrowers make 
informed financial decisions about their education. 
 
You should complete Entrance Counseling if you plan to use federal student loans. To confirm 
whether you must complete this requirement, check your My Financial Aid Portal (see the image 
below). 
 

1. Go to StudentAid.gov and log in using your account username and password (FSA ID). 
a. A demo is available if you would like to preview the process. 

2. From the Loans and Grants menu, select Entrance Counseling. 
3. Select Undergraduate as your student type. 
4. Select Denison as the school to notify. Choose Ohio as the state and search for Denison 

University as the school name. 
5. Review the educational information on each page regarding loan terms, costs, and repayment 

responsibilities. 
6. Answer the Check Your Knowledge questions on each screen to continue.  
7. Select Submit Counseling to complete the process.  
8. The system will automatically notify Denison within three business days. You can verify its 

receipt in your My Financial Aid Portal. 
 

https://studentaid.gov/entrance-counseling/


 
 
 
 

 


